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Although the number of Japanese tourists to Uzbekistan has increased since the Uzbek government introduced a visa-free

regime for citizens from seven countries on February 10, 2018, it is not clear how this happened. This study investigates the

actions of the government of Uzbekistan towards the rapid promotion of national policy for tourism development. Data were

collected through field research and interviews at tourist sites in Uzbekistan, and from administrative records, statistics and

documents (such as decrees, resolutions, laws). It explains the historical transition and restructuring in the Uzbek tourism

industry after independence from 1991 until 2019. The historical background of the Soviet era and the conditions that led it to

emerge as a key part of national strategy are also explained. This analysis of tourism promotion policy in Uzbekistan provides

the groundwork for further research on an important destination for foreign tourists.
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